
The GI Kaleidoscope 2011 was held in 

Brooklyn Park, MN on October 7th -9th 

at the Northland Inn & Conference 

Center.  There were over 200            

attendees at this yearõs conference. 

New to the conference 

was a Friday evening 

event sponsored by 

Cook Medical .            
IƻǊǎ ŘΩƻŜǳǾǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ κ άbŜǿ DL     
¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ   
tǊŀŎǝŎŜέ ōȅ IŜǊƴŀƴŘƻ DƻƴȊŀƭŜȊΣ a5Φ  
ϧ  άbŜǿ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƻƪ 9ƴŘƻǎŎƻǇȅέ ς 
ǾƛŘŜƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΦ 

 

Saturday speakers were:                
[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ CΦ aǳǎŎŀǊŜƭƭŀΣ tƘ5  ñ{ǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
²Ŝƭƭ-ǇǳōƭƛŎƛȊŜŘ LƴŦŜŎǝƻƴ-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ 

wŜǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ .ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎέΤ .ƻǊƛǎ {ȅŘŜƭΣ aΦ5 

άtƻƭȅǇƻǎƛǎ ǎȅƴŘǊƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎέΤ  
5ƻƴŀƭŘ ½ƻƎƎΣ aΦ5Φ ά¢ǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ IŜǇŀǝǝǎ /Υ 
¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎέΤ  {Ŏƻǧ YŜŜƭŜȅΣ aΦ5 
ά5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴƅŀƳƳŀǘƻǊȅ .ƻǿŜƭ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜέΤ                       
tŀǳƭ ¸ŀƪǎƘŜΣ aΦ5Φ  άtƻƭȅǇǎΥ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ²Ŝ 5ƻ 
bƻǿΚέΤ  DŜƻǊƎŜ [ƻƎŀƴΣ aΦ5Φ άaƛŎǊƻǎŎƻǇƛŎ     
/ƻƭƛǝǎέΤ  tŀƴŎǊŜŀǝŎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 

Sunday speakers were:   LǎŀŀŎ CŜƭŜƳƻǾƛπ
ŎƛǳǎΣ aΦ5Φ ά/ƻƭƻƴ wŜŎǘŀƭ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅΥ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ 
ƎƻƛƴƎΚέΤ  aŀǊǝƴ CǊŜŜƳŀƴΣ aΦ5Φ  άtŀƴŎǊŜŀǝŎ 
{ǘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ ƻŦ tƻǎǘ-9w/t tŀƴŎǊŜŀǝǝǎέΤ 
{Ƙŀǿƴ aŀƭƭŜǊȅΣ aΦ5Φ  ά9¦{έΤ  wƻōŜǊǘ /Φ hƭǎƻƴΣ 
aΦ5Φ  ά{ǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΗέ 

Nurses attending this conference 

had the opportunity to earn 13.5 

hours of GI Specific Contact Hours.  
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Some of the winners of the    

donated gift baskets.  
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Many vendors came to our 

conference to show us the   

latest GI products.  

 We want to say a special 

thank you to the following ven-

dors  who gave financially to 

support this annual MnSGNA 

educational event:  
Braintree Labs. Inc.,  Boston Scien-

tific,  Byrne Medical,  C.C.F.A.,  

ConMed,  Cook Medical,  Custom 

Ultrasonics,  Centocor,  Endo-

choice,  ERBE-USA,  Johnson & 

Johnson,  Maxmed,  Medical Ser-

vice Associates Inc.,  Medivators, 

Nor Med Inc.,  Olympus, Pancreatic 

Cancer Network,  PHS West, Inc., 

Prometheus Pharmaceuticals, 

ProVation Medical,  Proctor & Gam-

ble,  Sohniks Endoscopy,   Surgical 

Repair Technologies,  UBC, US En-

doscopy,  Walgreens Option Care,  

Warner Chilcott.  

GI KALEIDOSCOPE 2011   (continued)  

Free One Year 

Renewal SGNA 

Dues :  

 
Jill Casmey 

Mercy Hospital/

Amplatz Hospital  

Free Tuition 

Fall  

Conference :  

 
Carol   

Dirkswager             
Park Nicollet 

Clinic  

Free Tuition 

Fall  

Conference:    

 
Catherine 

Fiebiger  
MNGI  
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2011 

MnSGNA  

Member Fall 

Conference 

Prize        

Winners 

MnSGNA 2011 Fall Conference Memories  

SGNA Annual 

Course 2012  

 $1000 Tuition  

Reimbursement:  

 
Renae  

Vedbraaten  
Sanford Health Thief 

River Falls 

Free New 

SGNA     

Membership:  

 
Mary  

McDonald  
North Memorial  

Arrowwood: 

Resort Gift 

Certificate:  

 
Mary Ann  

Sallman  
Unity Hospital  



Have you ever wondered 

how these conferences 

come together?  

 

The MnSGNA Board    

Members & Volunteer 

Planning Committee mem-

bers get together monthly 

starting early in the year to 

begin the process.  

 If you would like to       

become more involved, 

contact any board     

member by e -mail.            

E-mail  addresses can be 

found on the website. 

www.mnsgna.com or     

Facebook ñMnSGNA  

We can answer any    

questions & would         

welcome your involve-

ment.  Becoming a      

Planning Committee  

Member is an easy way to 

gently begin & is an      

opportunity to make 

friends with a great group 

of GI nurses.   

MnSGNA 2011 Fall Conference Board Members & Planning Committee  

Debra Kjeldahl RN, BS, CGRN  

Treasurer 

North Memorial Medical Center               

& Fairview Ambulatory Surgery             

Endoscopy Center ðMaple 

Kathleen Arnell, RN, CGRN  

Director at Large  

Hennepin County  

Medical Center  

Susan Clark RN, CGRN  

Director at Large  

Allina Mercy  

Hospital  

Georgia Schumacher LPN,  

CGRN - Director at Large  

University of Minnesota                

Physicians  

Jill Bendiske -Minor, RN, BA,CGRN 

President -Elect                            

Fall Course Coordinator  

North Memorial  Medical Center                                         

Julie Hotchkiss, RN  
Planning Committee  

 

Sharon Yorde RN, BSN, CGRN 

Secretary  

Park Nicollet                        

Methodist Hospital  

Eva Packowski, RN   

Planning Committee  

MNGI  

Jane Bugbee RN, BSN, CGRN  

Past-President  

Park Nicollet  

Methodist Hospital  

Lynn Mueller, RN, BSN       

President  

North Memorial  

Medical Center  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Fall!   I have been 

enjoying all fall has to   

offer.  I hope all of you 

have done so as well.   

 

MnSGNA hosted our      

annual GI Kaleidoscope 

conference, October 7 -9, 

at the Northland Inn in 

Brooklyn Park.   

 

The conference featured 

speakers from North Me-

morial, University of MN, 

MNGI, Park Nicollet,       

Message from MN SGNA 

President Lynn Mueller  

RN, BSN 

Custom Ultrasonics, Health 

Partners, Hennepin County 

Medical Center and the 

Pancreatic Action Network.  

   

Thank you to all of our  

wonderful speakers and 

also to all of the vendors 

who  supported MnSGNA 

by coming to the confer-

ence.  

 

If you have never attended 

one of our conferences, 

please consider doing so.  

It is a great way to increase 

your knowledge of GI    

topics and to earn GI  spe-

cific credits.   

 

MnSGNA has a spring 

course coming up in March 

2012.  This course is titled GI 

Emergencies , but truly    

covers many fundamental 

GI topics.  That course will 

be Saturday, March 24 at 

United Hospital in St. Paul at 

the John Naseff Auditorium.  

Visit the MnSGNA website at 

MnSGNA.com or Facebook-

MnSGNA to find information 

on upcoming courses . 

 

As I write this I am thinking 

about my year as president 

of MnSGNA.  When I was 

approached about running 

for president, my immediate 

�U�H�D�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���´�1�R���Z�D�\�������,��
�F�D�Q�·�W���G�R���W�K�D�W�µ�������+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�������,����
received so much support 

from everyone on the Board 

�W�K�D�W���L�W���V�H�H�P�V���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�·�V��
job was easy.  

 

 I had the privilege of  serv-

ing with a  very talented,       

exciting board.  Each person 

used their talents and       

interests.  Together it made 

for a successful year.   

 

My thanks to the 2011 

MnSGNA Board:  
Past President:  Jane Bugbee        

President Elect:                       

Jill Bendiske -Minor  

Secretary:  Sharon Yorde         

Treasurer: Deb Kjeldahl  

Directors at Large:                 

Kathy Arnell, Susan Clark & 

Georgia Schumacher  

                                              

I  encourage all of you to 

become involved in 

MnSGNA.   Please contact 

any board member if you 

are interested in serving 

on the board or the fall 

conference planning 

committee.  

 

I look forward to seeing all 

of you at our courses in 

2012, either here in Minne-

sota or at the National 

Conference in Phoenix in 

May.   

Have a wonderful Holiday 

Season, & Happy 2012.  
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